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INTRODUCTION

Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church shares the joy and excitement of the new life that has
been entrusted to you or that soon will come into your life. Whether by birth or by
adoption, one of the most exciting events in our lives is a child entering the family.
Whether this is your first child or last child or one in-between, as Christians we look at
life as a gift coming from God. As such we understand the lives of our children do not
belong to us; rather they are entrusted to our care.
The objective of parenting is to nurture life in order that it may develop and grow into
responsible adulthood. As God’s people, there are added responsibilities to our parenting.
Through faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, we belong to the Holy Christian
Church. God provides a way for our children, even infants, to receive the same saving
faith, so that they too can be numbered among God’s people even at the very beginnings
of their live. That way is the Sacrament of Holy Baptism.
This handbook is designed to help you think and pray about this important means of
connecting your child to God’s grace in Jesus Christ. It will also answer questions, share
information you should consider and assist you in planning for the day your child is born
again by water and the Word.
If you have further questions, feel free to contact the pastor (616.866.1881, ext 11).
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Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church

Baptism Application Form
In obedience to my Lord Jesus Christ, who instituted Baptism, saying in the last chapter
of Matthew: “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,” I/We bring this child for the Sacrament of
Holy Baptism.
Child’s full Name: _______________________________________________________
Birth Date: ___________________ Place of Birth: ____________________________
Father’s Full Name: ______________________________________________________
Mother’s Full Maiden Name: ______________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________
City: __________________________ State: ____________ ZIP: ________________
Telephone: ______________________________
Date & Service Time Desired for Baptism: _________________
Sponsors’ Names: _______________________________________________________
I/we understand that through baptism God gives this child salvation (Tit. 3:5, 1 Pe 3:21),
repentance (Ac 19:4), regeneration (Jn 3:5, Tit. 3:5), Remission of sins (Ac 2:38, Ep
5:26), Good conscience (1 Pe 3:21), communion of Saints (1 Cor 12:13, Ga 3), The
putting on of Christ (Ga 3:27, Rm 6), and the Gift of the Holy Spirit (Tit 3:5, 6; Ac 2:38).
I/we understand the Scriptural reasons to baptize this child: 1. Babies included in “all
nations” (Mt 28:19), 2. Babies need baptism (Ps 51:5, Jn 3:6), 3. Baptism gives
forgiveness (1 Pe 3:21), 4. Babies can believe (Mt 18:6, Lk 1:41), 5. Baptism is the only
means we know of by which God gives his grace to babies (Neh 8:2-3), 6. Baptism in the
Bible was for entire households (Ac 2:38; 16:15, 33), and 7. Bible compares Baptism to
circumcision (Col 2:11).
I/we intend to bring up this child in the Christian faith, realizing that the faith here given
can be lost due to our neglect to nurture it, to remind him/her of this baptism, to instruct
him/her in the truths of God’s saving Word, and to make faithful use of the assistance
offered by the church (attending worship, enrolling in Sunday School etc.)
Parent[s] Signatures:
_______________________________________________________ Date:____/____/___
_______________________________________________________ Date:____/____/___
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WHY BAPTISM?
Why baptize a child or an adult at all? That’s a good question! Some churches reject the
baptism of children. Sometimes it seems children are baptized because it is a custom, or
merely at the urging of a relative. Adults who have already been brought to faith may
wonder why they should be baptized, if they already believe.
The New Testament is filled with passages speaking to the importance, meaning and
power of Baptism. Recall the words of Jesus, himself in Matthew 28:18-20, “All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey all things I have commanded you. And surely I am
with you always to the very end of the age.”
Why baptize? While it is certainly not the only reason, as you will see in the Blessings of
Baptism section, we do it because Jesus told us to. He told us to do it because it is one of
the ways he promises to give his grace and blessing to people. The other ways are the
Gospel in the Bible and in the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

THE BLESSINGS OF BAPTISM
Baptism is more than a ritual. It is more than a ceremony. It is more than a symbol or
reminder of God’s blessings. It is not just a christening. Baptism is a “Means of Grace,”
that is an instrument through which God gives his blessings. The baptized really do
receive the blessings of God listed below; the Bible says so.

SALVATION
God saves people through the Sacrament of Baptism.
Titus 3:4-6
“But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not
because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us
through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit,”
1 Peter 3:21
“and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also--not the removal of
dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It saves you
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”
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REPENTANCE
God turns people around by means of baptism. Another way of saying this is he works
repentance in the baptized.
Acts 19:4
Paul said, "John's baptism was a baptism of repentance…
REGENERATION
Through baptism God gives us a second birth. We call this being “born again” or
“regeneration.”
John 3:3-6
“Jesus declared, ‘I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he
is born again.’
“’How can he be born when he is old?’ Nicodemus asked. ‘Surely he cannot
enter a second time into he mother’s womb to be born!’
“Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless
he is born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives
birth to spirit.”
Titus 3:5
“… He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit,”
REMISSION OF SINS
God forgives sins through Baptism.
Acts 2:38,39
Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off--for all
whom the Lord our God will call."
Ephesians 5:26
to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word,

GOOD CONSCIENCE
When we are baptized the grace of God we receive works in a sanctified response of a
good or clear conscience toward God. In other words we are not afraid of him because
we know he loves us as our Father.
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1 Peter 3:21
“and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also--not the removal of
dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It saves you
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”
COMMUNION OF SAINTS
Through Baptism God the Holy Spirit makes us part of the body of Christ, that is the
Holy Christian Church or the family of believers.
1 Corinthians 12:13
For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body--whether Jews or Greeks,
slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.
THE PUTTNG ON OF CHRIST
God clothes us in Christ when we are baptized, wrapping us in his righteousness and thus
view us has his saints through faith in his Son.
Galatians 3:27
for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.
THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
Through Baptism God gives us the gift of the Holy Spirit. This is another way of saying
he creates saving faith in our hearts.
Acts 2:38
Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.
Titus 3:4-6
“But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not
because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us
through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured
out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior”
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EIGHT REASONS THE CHURCH HAS ALWAYS BAPTIZED
BABIES
The baptism of infants was done in the church for as long as the Christian church has
existed. While there is no single passage that says, ‘Thou shalt baptize babies,’ the
Scriptures give clear reason to do so. Think of the following eight reasons and the bricks
in the wall of infant baptism in the Christian church.
Additionally, realize that a church’s doctrine and practice in regard to the baptism of
infants (some do it and others are against it), shed clear light on how they truly think a
person is saved. The Lutheran practice of infant baptism and the doctrines upon which it
rests clearly demonstrate our belief that a people are saved by what God does for us in
Christ, not by what we do for God … not by how much we love God. Because of God’s
grace given in Christ we are confident of our salvation, and that of our baptized children.

BABIES ARE INCLUDED IN “ALL NATIONS”
Jesus does not tell us to exclude from baptism people under a certain age.
Matthew 28:19
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,”
BABIES NEED BAPTISM BECAUSE OF SIN
The Bible says all people are born with “original sin.” We are not born neutral toward
God, rather we are born opposed to him. We inherit the sinful condition of humanity
from our very beginnings.
Psalm 51:5
“Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.”
John 3:6
“Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless
he is born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives
birth to spirit.”
Genesis 5:1-3
“This is the written account of Adam's line.
When God created man, he made him in the likeness of God. 2 He created
them male and female and blessed them. And when they were created, he called
them "man."
When Adam had lived 130 years, he had a son in his own likeness, in his own
image; and he named him Seth.”

8

Romans 8:7
“the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God's law, nor can it do
so.”
GOD FORGIVES SIN THROUGH BAPTISM
Through baptism God forgives sin and its guilt even for babies.
1 Peter 3:21
“and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also--not the removal of
dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It saves you
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”
Acts 2:38,39
Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off--for all
whom the Lord our God will call."
BABIES CAN BELIEVE
Jesus says babies can believe, and the Bible records an example of a miracle God
performed to make a yet-to-be born baby believe in the yet-to-be-born Jesus. Faith
always takes a miracle of God to ignite in the heart of an adult or a child or an infant.
Same loving God. Same miracle working power. Same saving faith.
Matthew 18:6
Jesus said, “But if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin,
it would be better for him to have a large millstone hung around his neck and to
be drowned in the depths of the sea.
Luke 1:41
“When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb…”

BAPTISM IS THE ONLY MEANS OF GRACE WE KNOW OF FOR BABIES
The message contained in the Word of God must be understood in order for it to have
effect. One does not reap the benefit of the Scriptures by rubbing it on ones head or
literally eating its pages. Only through listening/reading and understanding can one
receive God’s grace through the Word. The Sacrament of Holy Communion is only for
Christians able to repent, recognize the real presence of the body and blood of Christ, and
intend to lead a more God-pleasing life. Baptism is the only means of grace God does
not put such limitations and qualification on.
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Nehemiah 8:1-3
“ all the people assembled as one man in the square before the Water Gate. They
told Ezra the scribe to bring out the Book of the Law of Moses, which the LORD
had commanded for Israel.
So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest brought the Law before
the assembly, which was made up of men and women and all who were able to
understand. He read it aloud from daybreak till noon as he faced the square
before the Water Gate in the presence of the men, women and others who could
understand. And all the people listened attentively to the Book of the Law.

BAPTISM IN THE BIBLE WAS FOR ENTIRE HOUSEHOLDS
While there are not explicit examples of infants being baptized in the Scriptures, there are
inferences. The church, however, does not set its doctrine and practice on the Bible’s
descriptions, but on its prescriptions. Jesus told us to baptize all nations. Descriptions of
it happening are illustrative of believers carrying out his prescription.
Acts 16:15
“When she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her
home. "If you consider me a believer in the Lord," she said, "come and stay at my
house." And she persuaded us.
Acts 16:33
At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; the
immediately he and all his family were baptized.

BAPTISM IN THE BIBLE IS COMPARED TO CIRCUMCISION
Circumcision was a sign of God’s covenant with ancient Israel to be administered on
eight day old males. Baptism with its “drowning of the sinful nature” is likewise
administered to infants.
Colossians 2:11
“In him you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature, not with
a circumcision done by the hands of men but with the circumcision done by
Christ,
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MARTIN LUTHER ON BAPTISM – SMALL CATECHISM
As the head of the family should teach it in the simplest way to those in his household.

THE INSTITUTION OF BAPTISM
First: What is Baptism?
Baptism is not just plain water, but it is water used by God’s command and connected
with God’s Word.
Which is that Word of God?
Christ Our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, “Go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit!”
THE BLESSINGS OF BAPTISM
Second: What does Baptism do for us?
Baptism works forgiveness of sin, delivers from death and the devil and gives eternal
salvation to all who believe this, as the words and promises of God declare.
What is God’s promise?
Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Mark, “Whoever believers and is baptized will
be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.”
THE POWER OF BAPTISM
Third: How can water do such great things?
It is certainly not the water that does such things, but God’s Word which is in and with
the water, and faith which trusts this Word used with the water. For without God’s Word
the water is just plain water and not Baptism. But with this Word it is Baptism. God’s
Word makes it a washing through which God graciously forgives our sin and grants us
rebirth and a new life through the Holy Spirit.
Where is this written?
St. Paul says in Titus, chapter 3, “God saved us through the washing of rebirth and
renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ
our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the
hope of eternal life. This is a trustworthy saying.”
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THE MEANING OF BAPTISM FOR OUR DAILY LIFE
Fourth: What does baptizing with water mean?
It means that our Old Adam with his evil deeds and desires should be drowned by daily
contrition and repentance, and die, and that day by day a new man should arise, as from
the dead, to live in the presence of God in righteousness and purity now and forever.
Where is this written?
St. Paul says in Romans, chapter 6, “We were buried with Christ through baptism into
death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the
Father, we too may live a new life.”

MAP

To download a printable version of this map for inclusion in invitations to the baptism,
visit the church website www.cosrock.org .
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ADULT BAPTISM
Adults are to be instructed in preparation for Holy Baptism. This was the practice of the
apostles, whom Jesus instructed and sent out. It was only after the preached Word had
had its effect that those who gladly received the Gospel were baptized on Pentecost Day
(Acts 2:14-21). Likewise the Ethiopians eunuch (Acts 8:35-37), Cornelius (Acts 10:3438), Lydia (Acts 16:15) and the jailer at Philippi (Acts 16:30-33) were instructed and
gave evidence that the Word had successfully worked in their hearts before they were
baptized.
The baptism of adults is typically done during the public worship services of the
congregation.
NEW LIFE IN CHRIST 101
Christ Our Savior Lutheran offers the New Life in Christ 101 adult instruction course as a
typical prerequisite for adult desiring baptism, although in some circumstances
instruction can be given less formally. Arrange to meet with the pastor to discuss an
adult baptism.
REBAPTISM
The Lutheran church does not re-baptize people who have been baptized in other
Christian churches. We view baptisms done “in the name of the Father and the Son and
of the Holy Spirit” as valid regardless of denominational affiliation. Only those baptized
by groups which clearly deny the Trinity, such as the Jehovah’s Witnesses, the Mormons,
the Christian Scientists, the Unitarian-Universalists, etc, would be considered to have
received and invalid baptism, and thus would be eligible for baptism in the Lutheran
church.
People who do not know if they’ve been baptized are regard as unbaptized and invited to
be instructed prior to receiving the Sacrament of Baptism. Faith cannot find an anchor in
one’s baptism, if one isn’t sure about its validity or about its ever having taken place.

13

HOW TO SCHEDULE A BAPTISM
If you contact the church office when you have given birth, the pastor will come to the
hospital to share a few moments of God’s Word and prayer with you. He will also give
you a Baptism Form (see page 4) and tell you how to access this handbook online.
Baptisms maybe scheduled for any worship service of the church except Ash Wednesday
and Good Friday.
Fill out the Baptism Form and return it to church/the pastor at least one week prior to the
service you have chosen. The form can also be emailed to cosrock_pastor@hotmail.com
or faxed to (616) 866-8581.
Adults wishing to be baptized should contact the pastor directly at (616) 866-1881, ext 11
to set up an appointment to discuss the Sacrament and the class requirements (see Adult
Baptism section on page 13).

SPONSORS / GODPARENTS
The use of sponsors or “godparents” is a custom originating in the early church when
converts to be baptized were literally “sponsored” into the congregation by the assurances
of others as to the candidate’s fidelity to the faith. Over the years the custom has taken on
other means. Today it is common in our churches for infants to have other adults, in
addition to their parents, looking on as they are baptized. The church regards them as
witnesses.
If parents desire to use this custom with their children, they should consider carefully
what they are actually asking the sponsors to do. Typically sponsors/godparents act as
witnesses to the baptism and then as Christian role-models and encouragers throughout
the child’s life. If this is your intention, you would want to consider the faith and practice
of potential sponsors so that they are contradictory to the faith and example you are
setting as parents.
In the end the practice of sponsors / godparents is a custom, and is not necessary for
someone to be baptized at Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Q:
A:

Do you have to be a member of Christ Our Savior in order to be baptized or
have your children baptized there?
The short answer is no. God’s grace is for all, since Christ Jesus died for all.
Realize also that Baptism is but the beginning of a faith-relationship with God.
Any relationship must be nurtured in order for it to grow and flourish. Parents
bringing their children to Baptism at COS are encouraged to make it their church
home so as to take advantage of all it does to assist them in guarding and growing
the flame of faith given their children in Holy Baptism.

Q:
A:

How long should I wait to have my child baptized after their born?
God gives his greatest blessings through the Sacrament of Baptism. Parents do
not want to deprive their children of these things (see the list starting on page 5)
unnecessarily. Christians take seriously the Lord’s command, “Let the little
children come unto me, and do not hinder them for the kingdom of God belongs
to such as these” (Mark 10:14). In short we encourage you to have your child
baptized as soon as practically possible. This does not mean heroic efforts on the
part of recuperating mothers are required. It also does not mean putting it off for
months. It simply means regarding your child’s baptism with the high and holy
importance Scripture assigns to this precious Means of Grace. Many try to get
their children baptized within a month of their births.

Q:

Are all of Christ Our Savior Lutheran’s baptisms done during church
services?
No, but the vast majority are. Sometimes emergency circumstances require the
pastor to come to the hospital to baptize babies. Other times a private baptism
ceremony is arranged due to unusual circumstance. On the whole we want our
baptisms to be done before the congregation in worship since it is not only good
for Christians to be reminded of their own baptisms, but also they are able to
welcome another soul into the family of faith. In fact, in the rite our congregation
uses to baptize people, the entire assemble is asked to pledge itself to assisting the
parents in raising their child in the baptismal faith they had just been given
through water and the Word.

A:

Q:
A:

Who is able to perform a baptism?
Typically our pastor performs the baptisms in our church because he is called by
us to do so. Essentially anyone can perform a valid baptism by using water and
the correct Word of God (“I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit”). This could be necessary in a delivery room, if the life of
the infant is in danger and the pastor can’t be reached in time or in some other
extreme circumstance.

Q:
A:

Is there a charge for baptizing my child?
No.
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Q:
A:

Is a baptismal certificate given?
Yes. Our congregation gives those baptized a framed certificate, which also has a
place to display the embroidered napkin used after the baptism.

Q:
A:

What time should we arrive for a baptism?
Please be at church fifteen minutes prior to the start of the worship service in
which the baptism is scheduled to take place. The pastor will meet with you
briefly to explain at what point you should come to the font, and what will happen
then.

Q:
A:

Should I invite friends and relatives to the baptism?
Of course! It is a day of true celebration when a person is brought into the
kingdom of God.

Q:

Will I or the sponsors we choose be asked to say anything in the rite
surrounding the Sacrament?
The entire congregation, including parents and sponsors, is asked to pledge
themselves to doing what they can with what God provides to help the baptized
child remain a child of God throughout its life.

A:

Q:
A:

After my child is baptized what ministries does COS have to assist me in the
nurture of his/her faith?
Baptized infants are put on our cradle roll, which provides periodic mailings of
Christian parenting tips and developmentally appropriate activities. There’s a
music based Sunday School class for toddlers and parents, as well as a toddler
time in our preschool program. Sunday School classes begin for three year olds.
The Sunday School’s goal is to build a foundation of faith by teaching the Bible
stories of both the Old and New Testaments. Wednesday School has a similar
goal. Catechism instruction begins in sixth grade and builds on the foundation by
focusing on the doctrines of Scripture as taught by the Lutheran Church.
Catechism instruction culminates in the rite of Confirmation for eighth graders as
they make public confession of their faith and receive Holy Communion for the
first time.
Middle School and High School youth events and the weekly youth center also
directly assist parents in their responsibility to raise their children in the Lord.
There are senior high Bible studies during the week and an active youth group.
Ultimately the weekly worship services of the congregation are the best place to
start. Keep bringing your baby to church regularly after baptism and establish a
solid family practice of worship attendance which will serve you well throughout
your lives.
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